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Status quo in Austria

▪ First Member State to adopt a national Open 

Innovation Strategy

▪ Citizen Science Network Austria founded in 2017

▪ Open Access to publications: 16 institutions have 

a registered Open Access Policy and 25 

institutions have signed the Berlin Declaration on 

Open Access

▪ Support for Plan S

▪ Open Data: at present (2018) no mandatory  

national and regional policies and guidelines

http://openinnovation.gv.at/
https://www.citizen-science.at/netzwerk


Activities at research institutions

▪ 3 Austrian universities have published an RDM policy, 9 are 

in the process of development 

▪ The funding pool (Hochschulraumstrukturmittel HRSM) of 

the Austrian Federal Ministry of Education, Science and 

Research is being used as seed funding for cooperation 

projects across Austrian Universities, e.g.

− Austrian Transition to Open Access

− Open Education Austria

− e-Infrastructures Austria Plus (GOFAIR, RDM Policies, DMPs)

▪ OpenAIRE NOAD

▪ RDA Austria



RDM Policy TU Wien, based on model policy of H2020 LEARN toolkit, released in July 

2018: https://www.tuwien.ac.at/fileadmin/t/ukanzlei/t-ukanzlei-english/Policy_for_Research_Data_Management.pdf

https://www.tuwien.ac.at/fileadmin/t/ukanzlei/t-ukanzlei-english/Policy_for_Research_Data_Management.pdf


Open science related infrastructure 

▪ Combination of public sector information (PSI) 

repositories (different levels of access) and 

academic repositories 

▪ Swift development of data repositories in research 

performing institutions 

▪ According to OpenDOAR, there are currently 30 open 

access repositories for publications registered in Austria; 

32 repositories for research data by re3data (status 

January 2018), nearly half of them cross-disciplinary, the 

other half discipline-specific



FWF – Open Data Policy (from 1.1.2019)

The FWF expects grant recipients to provide open 

access to the research data and similar materials 

(e.g. source code, software) that they have collected 

and/or analysed using FWF funds. This is required 

for data underlying publications and should be 

done as soon as possible but at the latest together 

with the related scientific publication. Data should be 

openly accessible whenever legally, ethically and 

technically possible. 

Presented by Klement Tockner: Research Data: Infrastructure, Re-

use and Dark Knowledge. Conference "The European Open Science 

Cloud: Austria takes initiative“, Vienna, 30 October 2018



Criteria for Open Research Data

All research data should be findable, accessible, 

interoperable and reusable (fulfil the FAIR Principles), 

and the following criteria need to apply:

✓ The data repository must be certified. While certification in 

CoreTrustSeal is explicitly recommended, registration in 

re3data is required.

✓ Data should be deposited in such a way that they can be re-

used without restrictions (e.g. CC0, CC BY, etc.). 

✓ Deposited datasets have to be citable by means of a 

persistent identifier (e.g. DOI).

http://www.datafairport.org/fair-principles-living-document-menu
https://www.coretrustseal.org/
https://www.re3data.org/


FWF approach to research data 

Funding: Necessary funds covered by FWF projects to ensure the 

preparation, archiving, open access and later use of research data 

in repositories 

▪ Stand-Alone Publications Programme: Lump-sum funding for 

innovative digital publication formats (e.g. wikis, apps, videos, 

databases) 

▪ Open Data Pilot programme: 12 funded projects in 2017

▪ Acknowledgement: The production and analysis of research data 

will receive greater recognition in the evaluation of research 

proposals

▪ Data Management Plan: From 2019 onwards, all funded projects 

will draw up a data management plan (FWF provides template)

▪ Support of a European-wide "Synthesis Network“ programme: 

International networks that bring together existing research data on a 

specific scholarly problem.



FFG - The Austrian Research 

Promotion Agency

▪ Currently no open 

science strategy for 

FFG projects

▪ National Contact Point 

(NCP) for the 

European research 

and innovation 

programmes https://www.ffg.at/en/content/about-us-ffg-

national-contact-point

https://www.ffg.at/en/content/about-us-ffg-national-contact-point


ÖAW - The Austrian Academy of 

Sciences

• Digital humanities programme 

GO!DIGITAL since 2014

• Promotion of data-based and 

data-driven research in the 

social sciences and humanities

• Partnerships between 

representatives of cultural 

heritage institutions and 

representatives of research 

facilities 

• DPMs required for applications



WWTF - The Vienna Science and 

Technology Fund

• Organisation to promote science and strengthen 

top research in Vienna

• Involved in public sector research: 
https://www.registerforschung.at/mission

• Short DMPs required for life science/clinical calls

• DMPs regarded as important but

• Not enough resources available at WWTF and at 

reviewers‘ side

• Considered as responsibility of research institutions 

(internal policies and infrastructures)

https://www.registerforschung.at/mission


Challenges

• Funding mechanisms

• Involvement of reviewers/data management experts

• Monitoring

• Harmonisation of requirements, DMP templates, etc.

• Cooperation with partners from the industry

• Science Europe (European funders‘ association):

− Important to bring existing eInfrastructures together and 

efficiently coordinate them

− Inclusion and acceptance of scientific communities



RDM support at the TU Wien

• Since July 2018, establishment of an institutional 

Center for Research Data Management (RDM)

• Team composed of members from Center for RDM, 

library, research support, ICT, and further related 

stakeholders at the university

− to ensure a synchronised development of RDM services  

• Close cooperation with TU Wien researchers

− to develop services tailored to the scientific communities’ 

needs 



Mission

«The Center for Research Data Management works 

with other departments at the university to develop 

tailored services supporting researchers in data 

management. It is a central contact point for 

questions regarding the handling of research data 

along their life cycle. A multidisciplinary team 

provides information on suitable infrastructures, 

services and on organisational, legal and ethical 

framework conditions.»



Criteria for Open Research Data

All research data should be findable, accessible, 

interoperable and reusable (fulfil the FAIR Principles), 

and the following criteria need to apply:

✓ The data repository must be certified. While certification in 

CoreTrustSeal is explicitly recommended, registration in 

re3data is required.

✓ Data should be deposited in such a way that they can be re-

used without restrictions (e.g. CC0, CC BY, etc.). 

✓ Deposited datasets have to be citable by means of a 

persistent identifier (e.g. DOI).

http://www.datafairport.org/fair-principles-living-document-menu
https://www.coretrustseal.org/
https://www.re3data.org/


How to discover these tools?

Which one do I need to use?

Why do I have to provide the same 

information again?

Why haven’t they consulted us before?

Who is going to pay for this?

We don’t have enough people for that! 

Data Management Plans



Research data lifecycle

Stakeholders involved in research data management

• require information at certain stages

• can provide information if requested at a proper stage

Many problems can be avoided when

• timing is right

• information flow is ensured



Automated Data Management Workflow



Expected results and benefits
Automate data management at the TU Wien

• researchers

− help comply with funder requirements

− get access to services for managing data

− get help and advice on data management

– e.g. costs or repository selection

• library and research support

− better serve researchers by being better embedded in the process

− services to act on their behalf in standard cases (parts of DMP prefilled)

• IT

− services easier to discover by researchers

− better estimation of demand for services, storage, etc.

• rectorate

− better overview on research outputs created by researchers



Contact

Questions regarding research data managment:

✉ research.data@tuwien.ac.at

Website: in preparation

Barbara Sánchez Solís

Head of Center for Research Data Management, TU Wien

TU Wien Bibliothek

T: +43-1-58801-44002

barbara.sanchez@tuwien.ac.at  

Tomasz Miksa

Responsible for project Automated Data Management Workflow

Institute of Software Technology and Interactive Systems, TU Wien

miksa@ifs.tuwien.ac.at 

mailto:research.data@tuwien.ac.at

